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ery,1 where I never was yet, and there to meet my wife and Mercer and Willet as they promised ; but the house did not act to-day; and so I was at a loss for them, and therefore to the other two playhouses into the pit, to gaze up and down, to look for them, and there did by this means, for nothing, see an act in "The Schoole of Compliments "2at the Duke of York's house, and " Henry the Fourth " at the King's house ; but, not finding them, nor liking either of the plays,3 I took my coach again, and home, and there to my office to do business, and by and by they come home, and had been at the King's House, and saw rne, but I could [not] see them, and there I walked with them in the garden awhile, and to sing with Mercer there a little, and so home with her, and taught her a little of my "It is decreed," which I have a mind to have her learn to sing, and she will do it well, and so after supper she went away, and we to bed, and there made amends by sleep for what I wanted last night.
8th. Up, and it being dirty, I by coach (which I was forced to go to the charge for) to White Hall, and there did deliver the Duke of York a memorial for the Council about the case of Tangier's want of money; and I was called in there and my paper was read. I did not think fit to say much, but left them to make what use they pleased of my
1 There seem to have been, at this time, two distinct " Nurseries for Actors," one in Golden Lane, near the Barbican.    This establishment was ridiculed by Dryden in his " McFlecknoe"; and, in " The Rehearsal," Bayes is made to declare that he will write only for the "Nursery," and "mump the proud players" of the regular theatres. Langbaine, also (p. 64), tells us that he had seen Chapman's " Revenge for Honour " acted many years ago at the " Nursery " in Barbican.    We learn from the Shakespeare Society's " Papers," vol. iii., that a patent was granted by Charles II., March 3rd, 1664, to William Legge, Groom of the Bed-chamber, giving him the privilege of instituting a " Nursery " for young actors (see note, vol. iv., p. 193).   The other "Nursery " was in Hatton Garden, built by Captain Bedford.    The " Nursery " in Barbican appears to have been established by the King's Players under Killigrew, and the one in Hatton Garden for the Duke's Players under Davenant.
2 A comedy by James Shirley, first published in 1631.    Reproduced in 1667 as " Love Tricks, or the School of Compliments."
3  " Whereas we are informed that diverse persons doe rudely presse and with evill language and blowes force their way into the two theatres without paying the prices established," therefore the king declares such proceedings unlawful, " notwithstanding their pretended priviledge by